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Mandarin ab initio – Simplified version 

Mandarin ab initio – Version simplifiée 

Mandarín ab initio – Versión simplificada
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Criterion A: Language 
 
How successfully does the candidate command written language? 

• To what extent is the vocabulary appropriate and varied? 

• To what extent are the grammatical structures varied? 

• To what extent does the accuracy of the language contribute to effective communication? 
 

Marks Level descriptor 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1-2 

Command of the language is limited 
Vocabulary is sometimes appropriate to the task. 
Basic grammatical structures are used. 
Language contains errors in basic structures. Abundant repetition and inaccuracies 
interfere with meaning. 

3-4 

Command of the language is generally effective. 
Vocabulary is generally appropriate to the task, and varied. 
Some basic grammatical structures are used, with some attempts to use more complex 
structures. 
Language is generally accurate for basic structures, but errors occur in more complex 
structures. Errors at times interfere with communication. 

5-6 

Command of the language is effective and mostly accurate. 
Vocabulary is appropriate to the task, and varied. 
A variety of basic and more complex grammatical structures is used effectively. 
Language is mostly accurate. Occasional errors do not interfere with communication. 
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Criterion B: Message 
 
To what extent does the candidate fulfil the task? 

• How relevant are the ideas to the task? 

• To what extent are ideas developed? 

• To what extent do the clarity and organization of ideas contribute to the successful delivery 
of the message? 

 
The “descriptor unpacked” explain the assessment criteria in greater detail. Where a candidate’s 
response does not correspond exactly to a single mark band, the statements in bold should be 
used as a guide for the ‘best fit’ approach. 

 

Marks Level descriptor Descriptor unpacked 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1–2 

The task is partially fulfilled. 

Some ideas are relevant. 

Ideas are stated, but with no 
development. 

Ideas are not clearly presented 
and do not follow a logical 
structure, making the message 
difficult to determine. 

The link between the response and task is unclear at 
times; the reader has difficulty in understanding the 
message. 

The response covers only some points in the task, and 
not all the points expressed are relevant. 

Supporting details and/or examples barely feature, if at 
all.  

The ideas do not link well together; inadequate or 
inappropriate use of cohesive devices confuse the 
message. 

3–4 

The task is generally fulfilled. 

Most ideas are relevant to the 
task. 

Some ideas are developed with 
some detail and examples. 

Ideas are generally clearly 
presented and the response is 
generally structured in a logical 
manner, leading to a mostly 
successful delivery of the 
message. 

The link between the response and the task is mostly 
clear; the reader’s overall understanding is not 
impeded, despite some ambiguity. 

The response covers most of the points in the task, and 
most of the points expressed are relevant. 

The response includes some supporting details and 
examples. 

The ideas are organized in a logical way; basic cohesive 
devices are used correctly to aid the delivery of the 
message, although there may be areas of slight 
confusion at times. 

5–6 

The task is fulfilled 
effectively. 

Ideas are relevant to the task. 

Ideas are developed well, 
providing details and relevant 
examples. 

Ideas are clearly presented and 
the response is structured in a 
logical manner, supporting the 
delivery of the message. 

The link between the response and the task is clear; 
the reader has a good understanding of the message 
conveyed. 

The response covers all the points in the task, and the 
points expressed are relevant. 

The response uses supporting details and examples to 
clarify the message. 

The ideas are organized well; a range of basic cohesive 
devices are used correctly to deliver the message with 
little or no ambiguity. 

 
Note: When marking candidate responses, keep in mind that neither the factual accuracy of the 
information presented, nor the validity of the candidates’ personal opinions, are being assessed. 
Therefore, scripts that are factually inaccurate should not be marked down, provided the ideas 
presented have coherence and are sufficiently developed.
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Criterion C: Conceptual understanding 

To what extent does the candidate demonstrate conceptual understanding? 

• To what extent is the choice of text type appropriate to the task?

• To what extent are register and tone appropriate to the context, purpose and audience of
the task?

• To what extent does the response incorporate the conventions of the chosen text type?

Marks Level descriptor 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1 

Conceptual understanding is limited. 

The choice of text type is generally inappropriate to the context, purpose or audience. 

The register and tone are inappropriate to the context, purpose and audience of the task. 

The response incorporates limited recognizable conventions of the chosen text type. 

2 

Conceptual understanding is mostly demonstrated. 

The choice of text type is generally appropriate to the context, purpose and audience. 

The register and tone, while occasionally appropriate to the context, purpose and audience 
of the task, fluctuate throughout the response. 

The response incorporates some conventions of the chosen text type. 

3 

Conceptual understanding is fully demonstrated. 

The choice of text type is appropriate to the context, purpose and audience. 

The register and tone are appropriate to the context, purpose and audience of the task. 

The response fully incorporates the conventions of the chosen text type. 

Note: Examiners must balance all three elements in criterion C (choice of text type, 
appropriateness of tone and register, and use of text type conventions) to arrive at the final mark. 
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Question specific guidance (Criterion B and C) 
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Appendix: Text type conventions (Criterion C) 
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Criterion A: Language 
 
How successfully does the candidate command written language? 

• To what extent is the vocabulary appropriate and varied? 

• To what extent are the grammatical structures varied? 

• To what extent does the accuracy of the language contribute to effective communication? 
 

Marks Level descriptor 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1-2 

Command of the language is limited 
Vocabulary is sometimes appropriate to the task. 
Basic grammatical structures are used. 
Language contains errors in basic structures. Abundant repetition and inaccuracies 
interfere with meaning. 

3-4 

Command of the language is generally effective. 
Vocabulary is generally appropriate to the task, and varied. 
Some basic grammatical structures are used, with some attempts to use more complex 
structures. 
Language is generally accurate for basic structures, but errors occur in more complex 
structures. Errors at times interfere with communication. 

5-6 

Command of the language is effective and mostly accurate. 
Vocabulary is appropriate to the task, and varied. 
A variety of basic and more complex grammatical structures is used effectively. 
Language is mostly accurate. Occasional errors do not interfere with communication. 
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Criterion B: Message 
 
To what extent does the candidate fulfil the task? 

• How relevant are the ideas to the task? 

• To what extent are ideas developed? 

• To what extent do the clarity and organization of ideas contribute to the successful delivery 
of the message? 

 
The “descriptor unpacked” explain the assessment criteria in greater detail. Where a candidate’s 
response does not correspond exactly to a single mark band, the statements in bold should be 
used as a guide for the ‘best fit’ approach. 

 

Marks Level descriptor Descriptor unpacked 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1–2 The task is partially fulfilled. 

Some ideas are relevant. 

Ideas are stated, but with no 
development. 

Ideas are not clearly presented 
and do not follow a logical 
structure, making the message 
difficult to determine. 

The link between the response and task is unclear at 
times; the reader has difficulty in understanding the 
message. 

The response covers only some points in the task, and 
not all the points expressed are relevant. 

Supporting details and/or examples barely feature, if at 
all.  

The ideas do not link well together; inadequate or 
inappropriate use of cohesive devices confuse the 
message. 

3–4 The task is generally fulfilled. 

Most ideas are relevant to the 
task. 

Some ideas are developed with 
some detail and examples. 

Ideas are generally clearly 
presented and the response is 
generally structured in a logical 
manner, leading to a mostly 
successful delivery of the 
message. 

The link between the response and the task is mostly 
clear; the reader’s overall understanding is not 
impeded, despite some ambiguity. 

The response covers most of the points in the task, and 
most of the points expressed are relevant. 

The response includes some supporting details and 
examples. 

The ideas are organized in a logical way; basic cohesive 
devices are used correctly to aid the delivery of the 
message, although they may be areas of slight confusion 
at times. 

5–6 The task is fulfilled 
effectively. 

Ideas are relevant to the task. 

Ideas are developed well, 
providing details and relevant 
examples. 

Ideas are clearly presented and 
the response is structured in a 
logical manner, supporting the 
delivery of the message. 

The link between the response and the task is clear; 
the reader has a good understanding of the message 
conveyed. 

The response covers all the points in the task, and the 
points expressed are relevant. 

The response uses supporting details and examples to 
clarify the message. 

The ideas are organized well; a range of basic cohesive 
devices are used correctly to deliver the message with 
little or no ambiguity. 

 
Note: When marking candidate responses, keep in mind that neither the factual accuracy of the 
information presented, nor the validity of the candidates’ personal opinions, are being assessed. 
Therefore, scripts that are factually inaccurate should not be marked down, provided the ideas 
presented have coherence and are sufficiently developed.
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Criterion C: Conceptual understanding 
 
To what extent does the candidate demonstrate conceptual understanding? 

• To what extent is the choice of text type appropriate to the task? 

• To what extent are register and tone appropriate to the context, purpose and audience of 
the task? 

• To what extent does the response incorporate the conventions of the chosen text type? 

 
Marks Level descriptor 

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

1 

Conceptual understanding is limited. 

The choice of text type is generally inappropriate to the context, purpose or audience. 

The register and tone are inappropriate to the context, purpose and audience of the task. 

The response incorporates limited recognizable conventions of the chosen text type. 

2 

Conceptual understanding is mostly demonstrated. 

The choice of text type is generally appropriate to the context, purpose and audience. 

The register and tone, while occasionally appropriate to the context, purpose and audience 
of the task, fluctuate throughout the response. 

The response incorporates some conventions of the chosen text type. 

3 

Conceptual understanding is fully demonstrated. 

The choice of text type is appropriate to the context, purpose and audience. 

The register and tone are appropriate to the context, purpose and audience of the task. 

The response fully incorporates the conventions of the chosen text type. 

 
Note: Examiners must balance all three elements in criterion C (choice of text type, 
appropriateness of tone and register, and use of text type conventions) to arrive at the final mark. 
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Question specific guidance (Criterion B and C) 

 

/0�'

'

�1�x2�$��f3J,2��4��5�$}�w��x�� J66�ü¢ý�þ

£�w�1�f3$7ûJ866��� $¦§J'

 

'

¨©'
 

'

ª9'
 

'

A:'
 

 
 
Criterion B: 

 

®¯°± 

l ö+P²;$´µ±�ü¢ý�þ£���1�f3$7û����� $¦§�'

l 6·ÿ¸¹$¶'

l MN<P「�ü¢ý�þ£�」�「��� $¦§」=>w»¼ 1DJ 

 
Criterion C:  
 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate ª9'

'

0¹B<P·!§Cw]Äª9ö+/»ÅD

$J0/ÇÈÅÉª9$ëE�ËÌwþFW

DÎ\ÏGDJ''

Generally appropriate ¨©' B¨©#6·ÑÒ$¦§w�/P[\$J'

Generally 
inappropriate 

A:' Óñ<P§Cwö+/=\{A:$J''

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

• ª9ö+/ðÑã$}Q<åhÌ$ëE¶'

• ëPWDwö+Pªæ�çERSJ'

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ  
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/0ñ 

 

P�FòW$XªõöxJ�÷�øùú�ûBòSüBYZÿ![J66�$\]8Ù

%^'()ÇÈ*¢ýJ+,w66��5þFXª$-]J'

 
 

A:'
 

�_/'
 

¨©'
 

 

 
Criterion B: 
 

®¯°± 

l ö+P²;$=>±�ðZÿ![$\]�'�$ùúÇÈ*¢ý�'��5þFXª$-

]�'

l 0ùú6·ÿ¸$¹$�'

l MN<P「�ðZÿ![$\]」�「�$ùúÇÈ*¢ý」�「��5þFXª$-

]」=>w»¼ 1DJ 

 
Criterion C:  
 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate A: 

 

Óñ§C/ùúwA:$2î3�`536É/

»ÅD$J 

Generally appropriate ¨© Óñ0¹$「øùú」P[\/「�7」w_ý

¨©$SP/P[\$J'0/MNHOîað$

§C/�Føùúwö+/=ÅD$J'

Generally 
inappropriate 

�_/ ,#wMN/ð「�7」øùúb�_}Qw6

É9b[\w0�;<"wö+/=ÅD$J'

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

l åhÌ=>wð?ùú`@<AB$ëE�'

l ëEö+/c×<d#$J'

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ  
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/0E'

'

FGæH/IJKLªJ�÷÷Me$OfggKRþFh0J%^'fij�VÈ¶W

xijb,wkÈ*¢ýÎ\YZLPKRJ'

 

'

A:'
 

'

M6[Pl]'
 

'

�_/'
 

 
 
Criterion B: 

 

®¯°±'

l ö+P²;$=>±ij�VÈ�Wxijb,wkÈ*¢ýÎ\YZLPKR�'

l 0Me$O6·ÿ¸$¹$�''

l MN<PLij�VÈN�'LÈ*¢ýÎ\YZLPKRN=>w»¼ 1DJ'

 

Criterion C: 

 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate �_/ 

 

Óñ§C/s^$O7hhMeO_wîb�_

/ö/»ÅD$SPJ'

Generally appropriate M6[Pl] 

 

maM6[P�\b§w0=/»ÅD$S

Pw]ücdað§C$¹nJ'

Generally 
inappropriate 

A: 

 

�;<"wA:ö+/=ÅD$w]ü=f[

\{A:÷Me7CJ'

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

l ghÌhhÌ.\b§�'

l =>ö+/fod#<c×J'

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ 
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/0j'

'

�/2�pYM$MqwFrn/pYªw�op2�pYM$,2\öqsttuJ%

^vw_ç$xywkPwü¢ýpYª/�VÈ$J'

 

'

ST'
 

'

uv'
 

'

|T}'
 

 

 
 
Criterion B: 
 

I®¯°±'

l ö+P²;$=>±%^pYM$,2pYª$xy�ü¢ýpYª/�VÈ$�'

l 0pYM$,26·ÿ¸$¹$�''

l MN<PLpYª$xyN�L'ü¢ýpYª/�VÈ$N=>w»¼ 1DJ 

 
Criterion C: 
 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate |T} 

 

Óñ§C/s^pYM$,2wîb|T}ö

+/»ÅD$J'

Generally appropriate uv 

 

]ü¹$/op~wpYM$,21xþF!

[wuvö+�/[bb§$J'

Generally 
inappropriate 

ST 

 

Óñ§C�7/s^$w<ST�;/÷Gv

Cw]Ä8=/»ÅD$J'

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

l ghÌhhÌ.\b§�'

l ö+P6�<~w$=>J'

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ 

  



 – 23 – M21/2/ANMAN/SP1/MND/TZ0/XX/M 

 

/0n'

'

�#r���w�y¯�B��BxJ0��z{w%^'f�B��$�|´µ¶�$y

¯/¢ýï�$J%^���ý0�z{J'

 
 

}g'
 

|T}'
!

~���'
!

 
 
Criterion B: 

 

®¯°± 

• ö+P²;$=>±%^���B��$�|=>��$y¯/¢ýï�$�%^���

ý0�z{�'

• 0��6·ÿ¸$¹$�''

• MN<PL%^���B��$�|=>N�L�$y¯/¢ýï�$N�L%^���

ý0�z{N=>w»¼ 1DJ''

 
Criterion C: 

 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate ~��� 

 

Óñ/���w]Ä�[\8=B��$�

�w~���ö+/»�{<»��$�ÌJ 

Generally appropriate }g 

 

ma�[b÷���~hwa�*��67w

0/Óñ}g$½��;¹$ö+/È=>w

<=/÷G=>w]Äö+�=/»ÅD$J 

Generally 
inappropriate 

|T} |T}ö+/=[\$w�ñ|T}$½�w

8=\Qöÿ¸$¹$J 

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

• hÌ$ëE¶ 

•  �<6·$=>w[\kPÇÛ�£$ëEJ 

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ  



 – 24 – M21/2/ANMAN/SP1/MND/TZ0/XX/M 

 

/0H 

'

�»�¤x�W�PL¥$~4J�÷%^vwþW~4$¦§w�»�5~4$kFW

D¶ü¢ýþ/�Wø~4J'

 

uv' ST' }g 

 

 
Criterion B: 
 

®¯°± 

• ö+P²;$=>±%^vw~4$¦§��»�5$WD�ü¢ý/ø~4$¨Ó�'

• 0vw6·ÿ¸$¹$�''

• MN<PL~4$¦§N�L»�5$WDN�Lü¢ý/ø~4N=>w»¼ 1DJ''

 
Criterion C: 
 

S½?¿@A: 

 

 S½?¿ 6· 

Appropriate ST'

'

]ü§C/vww<¹$/}QÑÒ$¤|w

ST/foÅD$SPJ'

Generally appropriate uv'

'

uvma�\}Q8©uÑÒ$¤|w0/u

v�;${ªòfo�V©u8�%$3�w

îb=/»ÅD$J'

Generally 
inappropriate 

}g'

'

Óñ}g$�;¹$ö+/È��=>w<=

/÷G=>w]Äö+=/»ÅD$J'

 

ÔL±MNÕÖ��H·xÿ¸$×Ø<§C�¹$w8Ùþ�I®ÚÅ0¹$ÈÛwJ[

bKLÞßDMN$S½?¿OüLDMNw8KLÞß=DMN$S½?¿OüLÞßD

MNJ 

 

ëP�ëE: 

l åhÌhghÌ$ëE�'

l d#<c×}QÑÒ$¤|J'

 

T1UìVîïð$S½?¿ËÌJ 
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Appendix: Text type conventions (Criterion C) 

 

bFüS½?¿»ß��[�'$ËÌÈÛ 

 

¨© 

• ²;$0¹ 

• ¨°$± <ªæ 

• ��O�³P¨°$ëE´ 

• µPx�9·[$L� 

 

ª9 

l ³¹´º<ª³Gæ´'

l çE×S'

l ��O�³LãN¸�½´'

l ÿ¸�Ì/�3'

 

A: 

• ���� 

• Â  

• ªæ89î| 

 

�_/ 

• ��O�³LãN¸�½´wb�x§C$·[ 

• �Ä\ÅÆ�C$ÔLÈw»�����)î½ 

• ��P��w)Ì}~¦Í 

• �{�_²;$ë"<ÏÐwMÑ/ÒÓ�Õ 

 

M6[Pl] 

l ��O�³LãN¸�½´'

l ÅÆ�9$ÔLÈwM�b$·[<�{!�ÒP×$ë"<�Þ�ÌÕ'

l [¯°��Ù¿$�#�Þs�wM�°0n�Ò����Õ'

 

ST 

• ²;$n0/0¹ 

• ¸9$± ³b§ì#ªæ´ 

• n0³Þn0[P[ù´ 

• ßM$����) 

 

	 '
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uv'

l vn0(0¹'

l ËÌ��w[á{Þn08ï�H·'

l ��$���)Ì'

 

|T} 

• ���P�� 

• |T}$°ÈI®�)Ì 

• )Ìì#ÿë<Â Òªæ 

 

}g 

}g/± 

• ²;$n0à0¹ 

• î|<��< }O<§}O�ã 

• ä�$ðhw¯°�å$��àæ"Ò)Ì 

• �/�ÖçÌ 

 

~��� 

• l�O<è�O<°0 

• ��³è�O´ 

• ßM$�¡ê<ÿë�Â  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


